Lanc & Tully

Memo

To: All Engineering and Survey CAD Users
From: Tom Hanley

Date: 10/11/2004

Re: Mtext Background Mask

Mtext Background Mask

Following the upgrade to Land Desktop 2005, we have seen several problems when using the Express
Tools Textmask command on mtext. It appears that AutoDesk is not going to issue a patch for that.
Express tools have always been experimental or bonus tools unsupported by AutoDesk. There is,
however, a new improved version of text masking in this release. No snickering please...It is actually a
good thing! Now you can attach a background mask to mtext and it acts like a single object. To add a
background mask, you can use your right click mouse button in the text editing area to get a pop up
menu and select background mask option to open the settings dialog box or you can simply enable
default background masking from the properties dialog box when a mtext object is selected (See
attached screen shots). You can use your quick selection tools to select all mtext in your drawing and
enable background masking in one shot.

Settings for the Background Mask should be:

1.25 border Offset Factor and use background fill color

In this release there is an option to mask dimension text when using dimension styles the same way. |
have setup the standard Lanc & Tully dimstyles in the drawing templates to use masking.

Once the masking is in place all you have to do is type “Texttofront” at the command line and then
type “B” for both when it asks you which objects to bring to front and all the text in the layout will be on
top. Well...almost...nothing is as easy as it seems. There are reports of occasional plotting problems
using background masking but | believe this is something that will be fixed in subsequent patches.

We still have a lot of plain text in our drawings. This masking option is not available for those objects.
Even though there is an express tool to convert plain text to mtext, it is a laborious task that probably
can't be efficiently automated. We are stuck with using the express tools Textmask command for plain
text. | imagine that AutoDesk is hoping we just stop using plain text and just use mtext on everything. |
think that is a good idea but it will take a very long time to phase out regular text and | doubt we will
ever see that happen. We can minimize our regular text usage on new drawings though.

Thank You,

Tom Hanley



Elf autodesk Land D -8 x|

Data Collection/Imput File  AUESTURN  Map  Projects Points  Profiles LinesfCurves Alignments Parcels Labels Custom  Terrain Inquiry Image Express Utlities Help = |
ODWEl2RY «Be /| e @ wERE @sFer ) B[] |
=[Vo®B0on e € ||[Eeme =1l | e | =

LWV BRIV (N R BeeROa K BT BdLs¥aTs|[BY S

BEs Qe ¢ e |[B003 8 s i@r 2420 plal|eems

Text Formatti

Standard = || & Simplex i | (RN (= A SN A [ e

ndo, Gtz
FRedo. Cerl £

+PEIC + 3Bk B o

Gt Cirl+%
Copy. Chrl+C
Paste Chrli+¥

~

Insert Field. .. Clrl+F

Indents and Tabs..
ustification
Find and Replace...  Ctrl+R

SN NC O

PROPERTIES

Select All Chrl+A

Change Case

AutoCAPS

Remove Formatting  Ctri+Space

Combine Paragraphs |

|[MERP QB4 FTZ (@0 KRS T

|[>BEP#E - @aFHY 0O IOLNN

Symbol
b t Text, i‘ S

A A a7 @ 8 5 B ] 0 i e

”|Cc|mmand. *Cancel*

Help

Character Set 3 -

Commnand :
Ulconnand: R
‘15357,152 43, 0,00 ‘ SNAP GRID ORTHO) POLAR OSNAP OTRACK) M MODEL TABLET, 1:434853 ,‘2:’ =] -

Bistart| G B] & O | Autodesk Land Deskt... ] Mext Background Mask . « 11:15AM

Opening the “Right Click” menu from the mtext editor

ackground Mask x|
[+ Use background mask
Border offsek Factor:
Cancel |
I 1.25000

I.Red vl

Fill Calor

The Background Mask Dialog Box

g

i
Color O BvLavyer @
Layer o 4
Linetype —— Bylayer -
Linetype scale 1.00 g
Flot style ByColar z
Lineweight ByLa... -E
Hyperlink, =

—4q
Contents dsfg sdfg dsf... o
Style Standard 2
Juskify Top left 5
Direction By style E
‘width 7381

Height 0.20

Background mask.  Yes
ing space factor 1.00
Line space distance 0,33

wn
w
=
=
-3
e}
=y
=]
=
=

Enabling Background Mask from the properties box
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